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Background & Introduction

The 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War marked a pivotal moment in South Asia's political
landscape. This nine-month conflict, deeply rooted in the decades-long subjugation and
exploitation of Bengali-speaking people by the West Pakistani regime, culminated in the birth of
Bangladesh as an independent nation, previously known as East Pakistan.

From 1947 to 1971, the people of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) endured numerous
hardships under West Pakistani rule. These issues spanned language disputes, political
imbalances, economic exploitation, cultural oppression, and inadequate responses to natural
disasters. Notable events included the enforcement of Urdu as the sole state language in 1948,
the tragic deaths of students during a 1952 protest demanding Bengali as an official language for
the people of East Pakistan, military coups in 1958 and 1969 that favored West Pakistani
interests, economic neglect by West Pakistani officials and businessmen, cultural discrimination
against Bengalis by the West Pakistani elite, and the insufficient response to the 1970 cyclone
that claimed half a million lives (Frank & Husain, 1971). These factors fueled a nationalist
movement that ultimately led to the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, which resulted in
Bangladesh's resounding victory and Pakistan's crushing defeat. The war also had far-reaching
effects on regional and international politics, human rights, and justice.

This paper delves into the historical factors that contributed to the Bangladesh Liberation
War of 1971, stemming from the political and cultural subjugation of the Bengali people by West
Pakistan. It evaluates the East Pakistan Awami League's role, the 1952 Bengali Language
movement, economic disparities between East and West Pakistan, the Six-Point Movement

advocating for greater autonomy in East Pakistan, West Pakistan's inadequate response to the
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1970 Bhola Cyclone, the 1970 Pakistani general election, the geopolitical interests and influence
of prominent foreign powers, and Operation Searchlight.

Furthermore, it examines the viewpoints and roles of various political actors who
influenced or participated in the war and its progression. The paper contends that the primary
driving force behind the war was the Bengali people's increasing desire for self-determination
and establishing an independent state.

The East Pakistan Awami League: A Catalyst for the Liberation War

Established in 1949, the East Pakistan Awami League played a crucial role in the fight for
independence, advocating for Bengali rights and ultimately leading to the emergence of
Bangladesh as a sovereign nation (Chapter 3: "The Politics of Confrontation," pp. 63-93
Raghavan, 2013). Initially called the Awami Muslim League, the party's primary objective was
to represent the Muslim population of East Bengal (Rahman, 2012). Over time, the party adopted
a secular ideology, rebranding itself as the Awami League in 1953, and broadened its focus to
champion the rights of all Bengalis (Sobhan, 2010).

A coalition of political parties in East Pakistan formed the United Front to promote
Bengali interests and identity within the Pakistani political landscape (Ahmed, 2011; Umar,
2012). Abul Kasem Fazlul Hugq, a distinguished Bengali politician, collaborated with Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to establish the United Front for the 1954
provincial elections. Their efforts led to a landslide victory against the ruling Muslim League,
paving the way for increased political representation for Bengalis (Choudhury, 2010).

Under Suhrawardy's leadership, the Awami League achieved significant political
milestones in East Pakistan. As Pakistan's Prime Minister from 1956 to 1957, Suhrawardy fought

to recognize Bengali as a state language (Umar, 2012). His successor, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
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known as the "Father of the Nation," emerged as the leader of the Bengali nationalist movement
(Ali, 2010). Instrumental in organizing protests, strikes, and rallies, he became the chief
spokesperson for the Bengali people's grievances. In 1966, he assumed control of the Awami
League and spearheaded the Six-Point Movement, demanding greater autonomy for East
Pakistan (Hug, 2011). Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's leadership enabled the party to secure a
majority in the 1970 general elections, setting the stage for a confrontation with West Pakistan
(Sisson & Rose, 1991) and solidifying its status as the representative of the Bengali people
(Maniruzzaman, 1972).
The 1952 Bengali Language Movement: A Turning Point for Bengali Nationalism

After Pakistan's creation, the Bengali population endured political and cultural oppression
under West Pakistan's rule. Dominated by Punjabi-speaking Muslims, the ruling elite considered
Bengalis inferior, limiting political power and reserving key government positions for West
Pakistanis: "Bengalis have been constantly denied their rightful place in the administration and
development of their own homeland, and this discrimination is a glaring injustice" (Ikramullah,
1952, as cited in Ahmed, R. (2011). The Bengal Muslims 1871-1906: A quest for identity.
Oxford University Press). Moreover, the Bengali language was denied official status and
frequently disparaged by West Pakistanis. The 1952 Bengali Language Movement shaped
Bengali identity and nationalism, referring to the Bengali-speaking population's collective
identity, cultural unity, and shared history. Historical documents, including Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's Six-Point Movement manifesto and U.S. Consul General Archer K. Blood's revealing
telegram and testimonies from Bengali leaders and Pakistani authorities, unveil West Pakistan's
disregard for democratic institutions in general, and in particular the fundamental rights of the

Bengali people.
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In 1948, Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan and the Pakistani government declared Urdu
the sole national language for all of Pakistan, even though Bengali was the mother tongue of
most of the population of East Pakistan (Ahmed, 2011). Khan declared Urdu the national
language in a 1948 speech, stating, "Urdu has been the lingua franca of the Muslims of India,
and I declare it as the state language of Pakistan." The Governor-General of Pakistan,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, emphasized the significance of Urdu as Pakistan's national language in a
March 21, 1948 speech, disregarding the country's linguistic diversity and equating speaking
Urdu with loyalty to the state: "Let me make it very clear to you that the state language of
Pakistan is going to be Urdu and no other language. Anyone who tries to mislead you is really
the enemy of Pakistan" (Jinnah, 1948). This decision sparked widespread protests among
Bengalis in East Pakistan (Ikramullah, 2007). Despite being spoken by over 50% of the
population, Bengali was relegated to secondary status (Jahan, 2011). Dhirendranath Datta, a
Bengali politician, during a constituent assembly session in 1948, expressed how "In a state
where the bulk of the population consists of Bengali-speaking people... it is a slight to the people
of that state not to provide them with an opportunity of learning through the medium of their
own language" (Datta, 1948). Khan’s decision ignited protests throughout East Pakistan, as
Bengali speakers perceived it as an attack on their culture and identity.

In Dhaka, the capital of East Pakistan, students staged a peaceful protest on February 21,
1952. They were advocating for the recognition of Bengali as an official language. However, the
police response was disproportionately severe, leading to the tragic deaths of several protesters
(Ziring, 2007; Rahman, 2006). These killings ignited massive public outrage and became a
turning point in developing Bengali nationalism. The event is now commemorated annually as

International Mother Language Day.
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Advocates for Bengali language and culture in West Pakistan included Shaista
Suhrawardy Ikramullah, a diplomat and former member of the Constituent Assembly of
Pakistan, and Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, the last Prime Minister of United Bengal and former
Prime Minister of Pakistan, and later founder of the United Front (Ikramullah, 2007; Ahmed,
2011; Umar, 2012). Ikramullah promoted Bengali interests, championing the rights of Bengali
women in East Pakistan. In a 1952 speech promoting Bengali identity, she stated, "The cultural
heritage and linguistic identity of the Bengalis must be respected and preserved. It is essential to
ensure that the rights of Bengali women, as well as the overall development of East Pakistan, are
not overlooked within the political landscape of the country" (Ikramullah, 1952). As the first
Muslim and Bengali woman delegate to the United Nations, her writings and diplomatic work
raised awareness of the Bengali people's plight within the international community (Jahan,
2011). Suhrawardy laid the groundwork for Bengali nationalism when he advocated for a united
Bengal during India's partition in 1947, before the 1952 movement. Despite his unsuccessful
attempt to unite Bengal, he emphasized the need for unity, stating, "Our united efforts should be
directed towards making Bengal a free and prosperous unit within a united India or outside it"
(Suhrawardy, 1947). This early advocacy provided a foundation for developing Bengali
nationalism in the following years.

Economic Inequality Between East and West Pakistan

The substantial economic disparities between East and West Pakistan were pivotal in
fueling the grievances that culminated in the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. Before the
conflict, West Pakistan reaped the benefits of the government's economic policies, including

unequal resource allocation, trade restrictions imposed on East Pakistan, and prioritizing
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industrial development in the West. At the same time, East Pakistan suffered from neglect and
exploitation.

A primary issue was the unequal distribution of resources and development projects.
West Pakistan received the majority of national investment, leading to a more developed
infrastructure and industrial sector. This disparity is evident in the Second Five-Year Plan
(1955-1960), which allocated 67% of the total budget to West Pakistan, despite East Pakistan's
larger population (Baxter, 1967). Consequently, a substantial discrepancy in the standard of
living and economic opportunities began to surface between the two regions. The imbalanced
distribution of resources and development projects was partly a result of the central government's
inclination towards West Pakistan and its economic interests. Leaders in West Pakistan often
defended the uneven allocation of resources by asserting the Western wing's superiority in
development, suitability for industrial growth, and increased security against potential military
threats from India (Jalal, 1995).

Ayub Khan, a military dictator from West Pakistan, once stated, "The fact is that the
people of East Pakistan have yet to develop the habits of hard work and the will to overcome
obstacles which are necessary for the development of a country" (Wilcox, 1970, p.120). Such
views reflected the prevailing perception among the ruling elite in West Pakistan, who frequently
regarded Bengalis as culturally and economically inferior, thereby skewing the decision-making
process in favor of West Pakistan's interests (Jalal, 1995). As a result, East Pakistan's larger
population and potential for development were sidelined, perpetuating economic disparities
between the two regions (Alavi, 1971; Baxter, 1967).

The jute industry exemplifies this economic disparity. Although East Pakistan produced

most of the jute, the West Pakistani government controlled the market and the revenues. Abul
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Mansur Ahmed, a prominent Bengali politician, highlighted the issue in a 1954 speech: "The jute
of East Pakistan earns nearly three-fourths of the total foreign exchange of the country, yet it is
West Pakistan that reaps the benefit of this" (Ahmed, 1954). This economic exploitation led to
widespread dissatisfaction among the Bengali people and fueled the demand for greater
autonomy.

Furthermore, the West Pakistani government implemented trade policies that favored
West Pakistan. Exporting raw materials from East Pakistan to West Pakistan was heavily
subsidized, while finished goods imported from West Pakistan were subjected to high tariffs,
stifling East Pakistan's industrial sector growth. West Pakistan's perspective on the economic
policies that favored their region was driven by the ruling elite’s beliefs that West Pakistan had a
more advanced industrial base, which required raw materials from East Pakistan to sustain
growth and development while arguing that East Pakistan's economy should focus on agriculture
(Alavi, 1971). This policy hindered East Pakistan's economic growth and led to an unfavorable
trade balance, widening the economic gap between the two regions. Badruddin Umar, a
prominent Bangladeshi intellectual, author, and political activist well-known for his works on the
exploration of the socio-political dynamics of the Bangladesh Liberation War, expressed the
frustration of Bengalis over these economic disparities, stating, "The West Pakistani ruling class
has persistently exploited the resources and wealth of East Pakistan... This injustice has fueled
discontent and an ever-growing demand for autonomy among the people of East Pakistan"
(Umar, 1969).
The Six-Point Movement and the Demand for Greater Autonomy

The economic inequality between East and West Pakistan resulted in widespread poverty

and hardship in East Pakistan, further fueling resentment towards the West Pakistani elite. In
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1966, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Awami League initiated the Six-Point Movement to
address the political and economic disparities between the two regions (Maniruzzaman, 1972).
The movement demanded greater autonomy for East Pakistan by proposing a federal system with
a weak central government and powerful provincial governments (Sobhan, 2010). This would
include “the right to control taxation and revenue, maintain separate foreign exchange reserves,
address unfair trade policies, increase investment in [East Pakistan's] infrastructure, ensure fair
allocation of foreign aid, and establish a separate militia[.]” (Raghavan, 2013; Rehman, 2011;
Hugq, 2011, Rahman, 1966).

After the 1970 general elections, the Awami League and the West Pakistani government
attempted to agree on decentralizing power and granting autonomy to East Pakistan as demanded
by the Six-Point Movement (Maniruzzaman, 1972). The subsequent breakdown of negotiations
between the Awami League and the West Pakistani government culminated in a military
crackdown in East Pakistan and the subsequent Bangladesh Liberation War. The Six-Point
Movement further heightened tensions between East and West Pakistan, as the demands for
autonomy were met with resistance from the West Pakistani elite (Islam, 2007).

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman played a central role in the struggle for independence. His
leadership of the Awami League and the Six-Point Movement solidified the desire for autonomy
and freedom among the Bengali population. His arrest and release during the Liberation War
further galvanized the Bengali people to fight for their rights (Raghavan, 2013). Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's speech on March 7th, 1971, named “The 7 March Speech of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman”, captivated millions of Bengalis who experienced marginalization and oppression by
the West Pakistani regime. They united behind him as a charismatic leader who embodied their

aspirations for autonomy and justice in pursuing an independent Bangladesh (Maniruzzaman,
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1972; Raghavan, 2013). Rehman Sobhan, an economist, intellectual, and contributor to Six-Point
Movement, also played a crucial role in analyzing and documenting the economic disparities
between East and West Pakistan: "The two wings of Pakistan were locked into an unequal
economic relationship in which the resource flows systematically worked to the advantage of
West Pakistan and to the impoverishment of the East" (Sobhan, 1982). His work provided
empirical evidence to support the claims of economic exploitation and injustice against the
Bengali population, bolstering the case for greater autonomy or independence.

It should be noted that Abul Hashim, formerly a general secretary of the Bengal
Provincial Muslim League, a British colonial era precursor to the Awami League and United
Front, and leader of the Socialist Party in East Pakistan, advocated for socialism as a solution to
the economic and social disparities between the two wings of Pakistan (Hashim, 1969).
"Socialism is the key to bridging the vast economic and social disparities between East and West
Pakistan. By implementing a system that values equitable distribution of resources, social justice,
and the welfare of all citizens, we can pave the way for a united and prosperous Pakistan"
(Hashim, 1956). His ideas influenced the Awami League's policies and the eventual formation of
Bangladesh as a socialist state.

The Bhola Cyclone of 1970: West Pakistan's Deficient Response

The Bhola Cyclone, which struck East Pakistan on November 13, 1970, ranks among the
deadliest natural disasters in modern history. With fatalities estimated between 300,000 and
500,000 (Frank & Husain, 1971), the cyclone revealed the stark disparities between East and
West Pakistan regarding disaster response and relief efforts. West Pakistan's inadequate response
to the Bhola Cyclone intensified tensions between the two regions and contributed to the

eventual eruption of the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971.
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The West Pakistani government's response was widely criticized for its sluggishness and
insufficiency. The absence of timely warning systems, disaster preparedness, and adequate relief
efforts amplified the cyclone's impact on the Bengali population. This ineffective response
reinforced perceptions of West Pakistan's negligence and indifference toward the people of East
Pakistan, who were already contending with political, economic, and cultural marginalization.
The Pakistan Observer, a leading English-language newspaper in East Pakistan, condemned the
government's response in an editorial: "The central government must shoulder the major
responsibility for the cyclone disaster... The negligence displayed by the central government is
unpardonable" (The Pakistan Observer, 1970). The Pakistan Observer's editorial was published
in English to reach a broader audience, including international readers and educated individuals
in both East and West Pakistan, thereby emphasizing the severity of the situation and
transcending linguistic barriers that may have restricted its impact if published in Urdu or
Bengali (Ahmed, 2011; Jahan, 2011).

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, leader of the Awami League and a pivotal figure in the Bengali
nationalist movement, also criticized West Pakistan's handling of the crisis. He remarked, "The
disaster was of such magnitude that it would have tested the resources of any government. But
the apathy and indifference of the central government to the sufferings of the people of East
Pakistan are beyond comprehension" (Rahman, 1970). The insufficient response of the West
Pakistani government to the crisis could be attributed to a mix of bureaucratic inefficiency,
deprioritization of East Pakistan's needs, and an overarching indifference toward the Bengali
population, such as the central government led by President Yahya Khan not visiting the affected
areas in East Pakistan until a week later, was fueled by the existing political and cultural chasm

between the two regions (Ahmed, 2011; Jahan, 2011).
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The perceived indifference of West Pakistani authorities toward the cyclone victims
further alienated the Bengali population and bolstered support for the Awami League's demands
for autonomy. The general elections held mere weeks after the cyclone witnessed the Awami
League secure a majority, laying the groundwork for the subsequent political crisis and the
outbreak of the Bangladesh Liberation War (Maniruzzaman, 1972).

The 1970 Pakistani General Election: A Turning Point in East-West Relations

The 1970 Pakistani general election, held on December 7, 1970, was crucial in leading to
the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. The election, marking the first democratic transition of
power in Pakistan's history, brought to light the deeply entrenched political and social divisions
between East and West Pakistan.

The Awami League, emphasizing the Six-Point Movement for greater autonomy for East
Pakistan, found its platform resonating with the Bengali population (Raghavan, 2013). The
election results revealed a landslide victory for the Awami League, which secured 160 out of 162
seats allocated to East Pakistan in the National Assembly and 288 out of the 300 seats in the
Provincial Assembly (Ahmed, 2011). However, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), having won a majority in West Pakistan, refused to accept the results and demanded a
share of power (Jalal, 1995).

With political tensions escalating between the Awami League and the PPP, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman wrote a letter to President Yahya Khan, urging him to convene the National
Assembly and respect the election results: "The people of East Pakistan have given their verdict
in favor of the Six Points through an overwhelming majority. It is now the responsibility of your

Excellency to ensure that the will of the people is respected and implemented" (Rahman, 1970).
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Nonetheless, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto rejected the Awami League's claim to form the
government and threatened to boycott the National Assembly session unless an agreement was
reached between the two parties beforehand (Bhutto, 1971). Bhutto's refusal to accept the
election results and his power-sharing demands effectively prevented the formation of a new
government, exacerbating tensions between East and West Pakistan.

The impasse over the election results eventually led to the postponement of the National
Assembly session, scheduled for March 3, 1971, sparking mass protests and a non-cooperation
movement in East Pakistan (Raghavan, 2013). The situation escalated when the West Pakistani
government initiated Operation Searchlight on March 25, 1971, marking the beginning of the
Bangladesh Liberation War.

Operation Searchlight: The Beginning of the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971

Operation Searchlight, launched by the West Pakistani army on March 25, 1971, marked
the onset of the Bangladesh Liberation War. This military operation aimed to suppress the
Bengali nationalist movement, spearheaded by the Awami League and its leader, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, after their resounding victory in the 1970 general elections (Sisson & Rose, 1991). The
brutal crackdown, involving widespread atrocities against the Bengali population, epitomized the
longstanding mistreatment of East Pakistan by West Pakistan and ignited the full-scale war for
independence.

During Operation Searchlight, the West Pakistani army targeted Bengali civilians,
students, intellectuals, and political activists. The operation commenced with a massive assault
on Dhaka University, where numerous students were killed, and the university's residential halls
were demolished (Khan, 1971). The violence rapidly extended to other areas of East Pakistan,

accompanied by reports of mass killings, rape, and other heinous acts perpetrated by the West



Uzzaman 13

Pakistani forces (Brownmiller, 1975). Archer K. Blood described the events as "selective
genocide" in a telegram condemning the West Pakistani army's atrocities (Blood, 1971). Blood
wrote, "Here in [Dhaka], we are mute and horrified witnesses to a reign of terror by the
Pak[istani] military" (Blood, 1971).

Furthermore, journalist Simon Dring's eyewitness account detailed the brutality of the
West Pakistani forces during the operation: "They killed people in the streets and alleys of
[Dhaka] indiscriminately and without any apparent reason other than to create panic and fear"
(Dring, 1971).

The atrocities committed during Operation Searchlight elicited widespread international
condemnation and increased support for the Bengali nationalist movement. The ruthless
crackdown reinforced the Bengali identity and the quest for independence, culminating in the
Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971.

Interplay of Global Powers in the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War: Perspectives of India,
the United States, China, and the Soviet Union

The Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 is a powerful testament to the intersection of
domestic upheaval and international geopolitics. It saw India, the United States, China, and the
Soviet Union playing critical roles, each driven by their strategic interests.

India's Stand: India was instrumental in aiding East Pakistan in its fight for independence.
The humanitarian crisis displaced an estimated 10 million refugees into India (Khan, 1999),
burdened India's resources, and sparked widespread societal unrest. Moreover, India, wary of its
rival, Pakistan, identified a strategic opportunity to support East Pakistan's independence

movement, thereby undermining its adversary.
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A testament to India's unwavering support was voiced by then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, who emphatically declared, "Today, the people of Bangladesh have demonstrated that
neither the might of the military nor the massacre of innocents can suppress the indomitable
spirit of a people resolved to be free" (Choudhury, 1972, p. 80). This highlighted India's moral,
diplomatic, and military assistance to the Mukti Bahini, the freedom fighters of East Pakistan.
The culmination of this support was the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, which ultimately led to the
birth of Bangladesh (Raghavan, 2013).

United States Position: Caught in the labyrinth of Cold War politics, the United States
sided with West Pakistan. Pakistan was considered a vital Asian ally, and President Nixon and
his National Security Advisor, Henry Kissinger, saw Pakistan as a pivotal gateway to
establishing diplomatic relations with China (Kissinger, 2011).

Archer K. Blood boldly challenged this stance through the "Blood Telegram," which
stated, "Our government has evidenced not only moral bankruptcy but also... a stunning lack of
understanding for a people's drive for freedom" (Blood, 1971, p. 210). Despite this vehement
dissent within its ranks, the U.S. maintained its unwavering support for West Pakistan.

China's Perspective: China, mirroring the U.S., backed West Pakistan, primarily driven
by its geopolitical calculations. China perceived Pakistan as a strategic counterbalance to India,
their traditional rival. The Chinese Premier, Zhou Enlai, once said, "In our support for Pakistan,
we have always believed that the preservation of its sovereignty was of great importance to
peace in Asia" (Garver, 2001, p. 280).

Soviet Union's Influence: The Soviet Union, aligning with India, supported India and
East Pakistan. This was part of its broader strategy to counterbalance U.S. influence in South

Asia. The USSR employed its diplomatic muscle in favor of India at the United Nations, vetoing
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resolutions that called for a ceasefire without addressing the question of East Pakistan's
independence. The Soviet Ambassador to the UN, Yakov Malik, said during a Security Council
meeting, "It is clear to us that the people of East Bengal have the full right to self-determination,
and this is the main issue that must be resolved" (Yadav, 2015, p. 175).

The tumultuous events of the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 encapsulate the broader
international power dynamics at play during that era, with significant implications for regional
and global politics. It is a striking example of how local crises can become the stage for proxy
confrontations among global powers, each motivated by their strategic objectives and ideological
commitments. The decisions of India, the United States, China, and the Soviet Union during this
period continue to shape the geopolitics of South Asia to this day.

Liberation Struggle and Emergence of Bangladesh

The Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 marked a pivotal moment in the annals of South
Asia, igniting on March 26, 1971, following the launch of the brutal Operation Searchlight by the
West Pakistani military (Bose, 2011). However, rather than quelling the spirit of rebellion, the
atrocities committed during this operation fueled the determination of the Bengalis, leading to
the formation of the Mukti Bahini, the Liberation Force (Khan, 2011).

The cause of the Mukti Bahini elicited significant international support, notably from
India, which provided comprehensive assistance that included military training, arms, and
sanctuary to millions of Bengali refugees fleeing the brutalities of the war (Raghavan, 2013). The
war escalated into an international conflict when Pakistan initiated a pre-emptive strike on India
on December 3, 1971, formally compelling India to enter the war (Bose, 2011).

The climactic moment of the war was the signing of the Instrument of Surrender in

Dhaka on December 16, 1971. This event marked the end of the nine-month-long war and
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heralded the emergence of Bangladesh as a sovereign nation (Khan, 2011). The triumph signified
the end of a war and the realization of the Bengali peoples' aspirations for self-determination.
After years of economic inequality, political disenfranchisement, and cultural subjugation
(Raghavan, 2013).

Epilogue: The Triumph of Resilience

The Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 emerged as a pivotal turn in South Asia's history,
marking the end of long-standing political and cultural repression of the Bengali people by West
Pakistan. Rooted in the aspiration for self-determination, the struggle was fueled by a collective
yearning to establish a distinct state that safeguarded Bengalis' rights, culture, and identity.

Key political figures, activists, and societal forces played instrumental roles in nurturing
Bengali nationalism and steering the fight for independence. The Awami League of East
Pakistan, the powerful surge of the 1952 Bengali Language Movement, and the stark economic
inequities between East and West Pakistan were pivotal.

Further agitation was spurred by the Six-Point Movement's call for enhanced autonomy
in East Pakistan and the tragically inadequate response of West Pakistan to the 1970 Bhola
Cyclone. The spark that ignited the flame of resistance was the 1970 Pakistani general election,
compounded by the geopolitical interests and influences of nations such as India, the United
States, China, and the Soviet Union. The brutal Operation Searchlight, followed by the
tumultuous Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, were pivotal events that effectively rallied the
masses and set the stage for imminent emancipation.

The triumphant emergence of Bangladesh from the Liberation War birthed a new nation

and significantly transformed South Asia's political fabric. The victory symbolized the
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resounding assertion of the Bengali peoples' spirit of resilience, marking a new chapter in their

journey towards autonomy and cultural pride.



Uzzaman 18

References:

Ahmed, A. M. (1954). Speech to the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan. In S. R. Chakravarty
(Ed.), Documents of Pakistan's crisis: 1954-1971 (pp. 35-37). Calcutta: The World Press.

Ahmed, M. (2011). Bangladesh: Nation-building in a New State. In J. A. Camilleri, A. P. Jarvis,
& A. O. Chaudhary (Eds.), State Fragility and State Building in Asia (pp. 95-118).
Singapore: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies.

Ahmed, R. (2011). The Bengal Muslims 1871-1906: A quest for identity. Oxford University
Press.

Alam, S. (2011). Bangladesh: A Nation in Turmoil. Dhaka: University Press Limited.

Alavi, H. (1971). Economic Disparities and Political Conflict in Pakistan. In H. Alavi & F. A.
Khan (Eds.), Pakistan: The Roots of Discord (pp. 85-102). Oxford University Press.

Ali, T. (2010). The duel: Pakistan on the flight path of American power. Scribner.

Bass, G. J. (2013). The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a Forgotten Genocide. Alfred A.
Knopf.

Baxter, C. (1967). The Second Five-Year Plan and East Pakistan. Pacific Affairs, 40(2), 134-153.

Baxter, C. (1997). The emergence of Bangladesh: Class struggles in East Pakistan (1947-1958).
University of Chicago Press.

Bhutto, Z. A. (1971). Statement by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, January 28, 1971. Retrieved from
https://www.bhutto.org/Acrobat/Statements January 1971.pdf

Blood, A. K. (1971). Selective genocide. Telegram sent by Archer K. Blood, U.S. Consul
General in Dhaka, to the U.S. Department of State, March 28, 1971. Retrieved from

https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB79/BEBB6.pdf



Uzzaman 19

Blood, A. K. (1971). Telegram 568 from the Consulate General in Dhaka to the Department of
State, April 6, 1971. U.S. Department of State.

Blood, A. (1971). The Blood telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a forgotten genocide. G. P.
Putnam’s Sons.

Bose, S. (2011). Dead Reckoning: Memories of the 1971 Bangladesh War. Columbia University
Press.

Brownmiller, S. (1975). Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape. New York: Simon and
Schuster.

Choudhury, G. W. (1972). India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and the Major Powers: Politics of a
Divided Subcontinent. Free Press.

Choudhury, G. W. (2010). The Last Days of United Pakistan. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press.

Choudhury, G. W. (2014). The last days of united Pakistan. Hurst & Company.

Datta, D. (1948). Constituent Assembly Debates of Pakistan, Vol. 1. Karachi: Government of
Pakistan.

Dring, S. (1971). Dateline Dacca. Daily Telegraph, June 29, 1971.

Frank, H., & Husain, T. (1971). The deadliest cyclone in history. Natural History, 80(4), 66-73.

Garver, J. W. (2001). Protracted contest: Sino-Indian rivalry in the twentieth century. University
of Washington Press.

Hashim, A. (1956). Socialism: The path to unity and prosperity in Pakistan. Dhaka: Socialist
Party of East Pakistan.

Hashim, A. (1969). The crisis of East Pakistan: Bengali intellectuals and their ideas. Progressive

Publishers.



Uzzaman 20

Hug, A. K. F. (2011). Role of the United Front in the Politics of East Pakistan. Dhaka: Bangla
Academy.

Ibrahim, N. (1995). Ami Birangona Bolchhi [I am a War Heroine Speaking]. Dhaka: Bangla
Academy.

Ikramullah, S. S. (1952). Speech on the promotion of Bengali interests and identity within the
Pakistani political landscape. Dhaka: Government of East Pakistan.

Ikramullah, S. S. (2007). From Purdah to Parliament. Karachi: Oxford University Press.

Islam, S. (2007). History of Bangladesh 1704-1971 (Vol. 3). Asiatic Society of Bangladesh.

Jahan, R. (2011). Bangladesh: Promise and Performance. Dhaka: University Press Limited.

Jalal, A. (1995). Democracy and Authoritarianism in South Asia: A Comparative and Historical
Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Jinnah, M. A. (1948, February 21). Presidential Address to the Constituent Assembly of
Pakistan. Retrieved from
https://storyofpakistan.com/presidential-address-to-the-constituent-assembly-of-pakistan-
1948

Jinnah, M. A. (1948). Speech on the state language of Pakistan. Dhaka: Government of Pakistan.

Khan, A. A. (1970). The cyclone in East Pakistan: A report on the government's relief and
rehabilitation efforts. Pakistan Horizon, 23(4), 40-48.

Khan, L. A. (1948). Speech on the declaration of Urdu as the national language of Pakistan.
Karachi: Government of Pakistan.

Khan, S. A. (2011). The Pakistan Military in Politics: Origins, Evolution, Consequences.
Vanguard Books.

Khan, S. (1971). The Shattering of Jinnah's Pakistan. The Guardian, April 7, 1971.



Uzzaman 21

Khan, Y. (1999). The great tragedy: A symposium on the 1971 genocide. UPL.

Kissinger, H. (2011). On China. Penguin Press.

Maniruzzaman, T. (1972). Group Interests and Political Changes: Studies of Pakistan and
Bangladesh. New Delhi: South Asia Books.

Maniruzzaman, T. (1972). The Bangladesh crisis: A politico-economic analysis. Economic and
Political Weekly, 7(26), 1279-1286.

Raghavan, S. (2013). 1971: A global history of the creation of Bangladesh. Harvard University
Press.

Rahman, A. (2012). Language and Politics in Pakistan. Karachi: Oxford University Press.

Rahman, S. M. (1966). The Six-Point Movement: Demands for autonomy in East Pakistan.
Dhaka: Awami League.

Rahman, S. M. (1970). Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's statement on the Cyclone Disaster. Pakistan
Times, November 27.

Rahman, S. M. (1971). Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's speech on March 7, 1971. Dhaka: Awami
League.

Rehman, T. (2006). Language and politics in Pakistan. Oxford University Press.

Rehman, T. (2011). The Political Economy of the Bengal Delta. Dhaka: University Press
Limited.

Riedel, B. (2011). Deadly Embrace: Pakistan, America, and the Future of the Global Jihad.
Brookings Institution Press.

Sisson, R., & Rose, L. E. (1991). War and secession: Pakistan, India, and the creation of

Bangladesh. University of California Press.



Uzzaman 22

Sobhan, R. (1970). The crisis of external dependence: The political economy of foreign aid to
Bangladesh. Dhaka University Press.

Sobhan, R. (1982). The crisis of external dependence: The political economy of foreign aid to
Bangladesh. Dhaka: University Press Limited.

Sobhan, R. (2010). Challenging the injustice of poverty: Agendas for inclusive development in
South Asia. New Delhi: SAGE Publications India.

Suhrawardy, H. S. (1947). Speeches, writings, and statements of Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy.
Eastern Publishers.

Suhrawardy, H. S. (1947). Speech on the United Bengal plan. Calcutta: United Bengal
Movement.

The Pakistan Observer. (1970). Editorial: The cyclone disaster. The Pakistan Observer,
November 19.

Umar, B. (1969). The political and economic disparity between East and West Pakistan. Dhaka:
People's Publishing House.

Umar, B. (2004). The emergence of Bangladesh: Class formation in East Pakistan, 1947-1958.
Oxford University Press.

Umar, B. (2012). The Emergence of Bangladesh: Class Struggles in East Pakistan (1947-1958).
Dhaka: Oxford University Press.

Wilcox, W. (1970). Pakistan: The Consolidation of a Nation. Columbia University Press.

Yadav, Y. B. (2015). 1971: Surrender at Dhaka: Birth of a Nation. Manohar Publishers &
Distributors.

Ziring, L. (2007). Pakistan: At the Crosscurrent of History. Oxford: Oneworld Publications.



